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Teaching Tips for TAs:
Dramatic Ideas For The Classroom

A good teacher must not only be a smart and approachable scholar, but also a dramatic success. Like actors, 
teachers can develop speciþc skills to enhance their communication of ideas. A large part of this involves 
developing skills which help you perform with enthusiasm. Your improved performance as a teacher will 
enhance student achievement and your own enjoyment of teaching. While you need to þnd a teaching style that 
suits your personality, as a teacher you do need to perform. This means becoming a salesperson, a performance 
artist, and an enthusiastic, passionate person in the classroom. The following skills are all part of a successful 
teacherõs dramatic repertoire. Consider which you might need to develop:

SUBJECT MATTER MASTERY 

Of course you must know the material well before you can deliver your message effectively. Consider the extent 
to which your classroom performance might be enhanced simply by better preparation.

VOCAL ANIMATION 

Varying the pitch, volume, quality, and rate of your voice enhances your expressiveness and overall style. Vocal 
expressiveness helps establish relationships among ideas and emphasizes speciþc points. It can also inÿuence 
your credibility and studentsõ comprehension and retention of ideas. Allow your voice to vary naturally--and vary 
it deliberately once in a while, too.

PHYSICAL ANIMATION 

Using eye contact displays conþdence and conveys an interest in students. Facial expressions animate the 
material you wish to convey. Physical gestures--such as sweeping the air with hands--help you clarify, describe, 
and emphasize points. Gesturing and moving about the room can help constructively use up some of your 
nervous energy, too.

CLASSROOM SPACE 

 Be sure that you can be seen and heard by students seated at various points in the classroom. Break away from 
the podium, desk, or chalkboard. Use space to emphasize important points, establish a desired relationship with 
students, and hold studentsõ attention.

HUMOR

 Try using constructive (i.e., nonhostile) humor: Show cartoons or tell funny stories that relate a point, put corny 
stickers that say òGood Job!ó on assignments well done, and add some joke to an exam or assignment. Students 




